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s Dr. Finn and Dr. Powell have amply
ms, confusions, and distortions that
arge infusion of federal grant money;
d the distance of administrative ab-

straction. But certain related questions are best approached in a personal,
introspective way: these are questions of what happens to us as teachers
and scholars when we are put within sniffing range of these grants. As a
junior faculty member interested in literature and the teaching of writing
ata large urban university, I have observed and felt some of the tempta-
tions arising from the presence or potential presence of grant money.
Although the particulars of the experiences that have given rise to the
following comments must remain buried, I suspect the experiences are
common enough for everyone to fill in his or her own examples.

The minor bendings of purpose and perception that arise from
knowledge of potential grant money, even though they may appear to be
only matters of personal conscience, are worth considering for their
effect on the university, for the community of any academic institution
depends on the day-to-day relations—written and spoken—between and
among faculty and students. If anything changes what we talk about and
where we go for answers; if our normally confused and obscurely di-

At this conference speakers such a
demonstrated the kinds of proble
affect the university when there is al
their discussion necessarily require
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