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Forums of Validation and Forms ot

Knowledge: The Magical Rhetoric

of Otto von Cuericke's Sulfur Globe

Charles Bazerman

Georgia lnstitute of Technology

Controversies over the premature public release of scientiflc flnd-
ings concerning such issues as AIDS, cold fusion, and superconduc-
tivity have focused attention on the contemporary scientific norm
that novel results should first be announced within professional
forums for the judgment of peers, before the wider public, gov-
ernmental agencies, or other public groups are informed. The as-

sumption is that the professional community will first be able to
iudge the validity of the claim in camera and will then disseminate
only reliable findings. It is felt that the authority of science might
be undermined by the dissemination of dubious results as well as

by revelations of internal uncertainty, argument, and contradic-
tion-apparent concomitants of esoteric science (as noted by Lud-
wik Fleck over half a century agol), where knowledge only gets sta-
bilized and simplified as one moves to the exoteric circles of the
public.

But science was not always organized as it currently is, and in
other times communication flowed in different channels with dif-
ferent social meanings. Our current system of science developed
through evolving practices and institutions that first began taking
shape in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries.
The inventions of scientific societies, journals, editorial and review
procedures, the genres of modern experimental articles and reviews

1. Ludwik Fleck, Genesis and Development of a kientific F4cf (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1979), pp.120-122.

Configurations, 1993, 2t201-28 A 1 993 by The ,ohns Hopkins University

Press and the Society for Literature and Science.
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